
 

Around 
Mitcham Cricket Green 



History of the Cricket Green Area 
 

Until the middle of the 19th century the Lower, or Cricket Green was known as Whitford Green. Over time, as  
Mitcham expanded Whitford lost its separate identity, coming to be known as Lower Mitcham. 
 
Before 1940 what we now know as the Cricket Green was called Lower Green East and had a smaller neighbour 
Lower Green West. Both are classed as part of the larger Mitcham Common. 
 
Cricket has been played in Mitcham and on the Cricket Green, for over 300 years. Whilst it may not be the oldest 
ground, ( this honour goes to Hambledon in Hampshire, ) the Mitcham green has seen the longest continuous use 
for cricket matches. 
 
The two greens sit within the Cricket Green Conservation Area and are surrounded by many interesting and  
largely untouched houses and other buildings. This is a presentational tour of local architecture. 



 
A map of Lower Mitcham in 1895. 



Each of the images on the following pages are numbered. Use this map to track the  
location of each picture. 



 1. THE WHITE HART: Largely rebuilt in 1750 after a major fire the previous year, the   
 White Hart was a popular coaching inn. From the rear yard, horse buses, stage coaches,   
 post chaise and horses could be hired. 



2. 346-8 LONDON ROAD: Modern weather proofing conceals the timber frame of what 
is probably the oldest building in Mitcham. From the rear yard the odd roofs and gabled  
extensions reveal its 16th century beginnings. 



3. CAXTON HOUSE AND COTTAGES: A three storey 19th century building which 
housed a printing works, attached to a pair of workers cottages of a similar period. 



4. KINGDENE/IVY AND ELM COTTAGES: Three ‘bijou’ late Georgian/ early Victorian  
buildings adjoining the National School. 



5. FIRE STATION: Built in 1927 as an addition to the Vestry Hall. It has since closed and 
the brigade has moved to a new larger station near Mitcham Tram Stop, London Road. 



6. THE NATIONAL SCHOOL: Built in 1788 on a piece of land called ‘Pound Close,’ the 
building served as a Sunday school. It was extended in1812 and run as a day school until its 
closure in 1897. Treasurer was Henry Hoare, prominent local businessman and an  
Evangelical ‘of the Clapham Sect.” This fact is recorded on a plaque above the school door. 
The notable ‘Clock Tower’ was added in 1792 



7. MITCHAM WAR MEMORIAL: Located opposite the National School, the memorial 
lists the names of 588 men of Mitcham who died in World War One. 



8. HALL PLACE: This site has been occupied since Norman times. The ancient building 
shown here was demolished in the 1870s and replaced with a fine Victorian house. 
The site is now occupied by Cricket Green School, built in the 1970s. 



 

9. THE CHAPEL ARCH: Standing in the grounds which once surrounded ‘Hall Place is a  
fragment of 14th century masonry reputed to be the doorway to a long vanished chapel. 



10. THE BULL INN AND GEORGIAN HOUSES: Whilst the public house has now been 
converted into a private home, the neighbouring Georgian houses have changed very little 
since they were built. 



11. LIME COTTAGES: A pair of fine early Victorian workers cottages. 



12. SIBFORD: A large Edwardian house used as a nursing home. The former stables 
were used as a doctors surgery. 



13. MILESTONE: Now set back from the road, the milestone is one of a series erected 
by the Turnpike trustees during the mid 18th century. 



14. ELM LODGE: This early 19th century Georgian house has escaped alteration. In its 
early years it was the home of a village physician called Dr. Parrott. It was also occupied by 
the artist/designer Sir William Nicholson. Later it was used as a doctors surgery. 



15. MITCHAM COURT: Formerly known as ‘Elm Court,’ this dates in part to the 1840s.  
It was once the home of Sir Harry Mallaby Deeley M.P. and passed into the hands of the local 
authority on his death in 1937. It was later returned to the private sector. 



16. BROOK HOUSE: Built within the grounds of Mitcham Court in the 1980s as a  
modern office block, it has since been converted into housing. The building was used for the 
filming of the Alan Partridge film Alpha Papa before the conversion. 



17. COLD BLOWS: This is a lane of great antiquity, connecting the Cricket Green  
Houses, via a series of extant footpaths, to the remains of the medieval east common fields of 
the village. The name goes back at least to the 16th century. 



18. 1 CRICKET GREEN ‘BRAMPTON’: Typical inter-war year semi-detached house in the 
English vernacular tradition. It is currently now being used as a children’s day nursery. 



19. 3 CRICKET GREEN ‘AVOCA’: This late 19th century double fronted house, with side  
entrance, was a doctors surgery for a brief period in the late 20th century. 



20. THE BIRCHES:  An imposing brick built house in its own grounds, of a style typical 
of the interwar era. The Birches sat well alongside earlier mansions - it was erected in 1926 
by the benefactor of the Wilson and Cumberland hospitals, Sir Isaac Wilson. 



21. THE WHITE HOUSE: A fine three storey Georgian building, the White House 
was renovated in the Regency style by Dr. Alfred Bartley in 1826. 



22. CHESTNUT COTTAGE: Another house of Georgian construction , this one retaining its 
original wooden porch, supported on classical columns. 



23. 11/13 CRICKET GREEN: A pair of early 19th century cottages, the left hand one, 
Simla Cottage, has later additions to its facade. 



24 . 15 CRICKET GREEN: Early 20th century typical eclectic vernacular style similar to 
No. 21. 



25. 19/21 CRICKET GREEN: No. 21 is an early 20th century residential property,  
sympathetic in scale to its earlier neighbours. 



26. METHODIST CHURCH: The original church was destroyed by German bombing  
during World War Two. The current church was built by architect Edward Mills in 1958.  
Commemorative stones from the former church are incorporated into the boundary wall. 



27. THE CANONS: Named for the Canons of Bec Abbey in Normandy who held the  
estate of Mitcham after the Norman Conquest. The present house, built by the Cranmer  
family, dates from c.1680. In the surrounding gardens is a dovecote, dated 1511, a  
remnant of the monastic grange farm that once occupied this site. 



28. THE GATEHOUSE: Situated at the driveway entrance on Madeira Road the  
gatehouse is thought to post-date the Canons. 



29. THE’NEEDLE’: Standing just outside the grounds of the Canons on the corner of Madeira 
and Cranmer Roads, this obelisk was erected by the Cranmer family in 1882 to commemorate 
the discovery of a natural spring that saved the local community during a heavy drought.. 



30. 3,4 & 5 CRANMER ROAD: A well proportioned, attractive row of 3 Georgian cot-
tages set back from the road. 



31. ST PETER & ST PAUL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: A fine Victorian church built in 
the Romanesque style in 1889. 



32. 76-78 CRICKET GREEN: Shown here as shops, these premises are now a pair of 
early 20th century semi-detached cottages with mock-Tudor timbering to the first floor. 



33. QUEENS HEAD PUBLIC HOUSE: A turn of the 20th century hostelry with a  
mock-Tudor upper floor and an Arts & Crafts inspired ground floor. Currently closed and  
undergoing redevelopment into flats. 



34. BRAMCOTE PARADE: Mixed residential and retail complex in ‘Moderne’ style of late 1930s. 



35. MITCHAM POLICE STATION: The original Victorian station was built in 1877.  
This had replaced the old Watch House which stood on the site of the Vestry Hall. The current 
station was built in 1962. 



36. OLD WESLEYAN CHAPEL: Built in 1789 as a prayer house. John Wesley preached 
there in the last years of his life and the chapel continued to be used until the then new  
Methodist church was built in 1877. 



37. BELLE VUE 40 CRICKET GREEN: Now a private house, this was once the ‘Britannia’  
pub and home to the ‘Old Buffer’s’ cricket club. 



38. MARY TATE ALMHOUSES: Built in 1829 by the architect J.C.Buckley, these were 
commissioned by Miss Mary Tate, to house 12 poor spinsters of the parish. Miss Tate’s family 
had been resident in Mitcham for over a century and the Almhouses stand on land once  
occupied by their Elizabethan mansion. 



39. 8 CRICKET GREEN: Pair of mid-Victorian buildings with ’Ecclesiastical’ details to the  
facade.  



40. 6 CRICKET GREEN’GREEN VIEW’: Much modernised early 20th century residence. 



41. THE CRICKET PAVILION: Opened on May 18th 1904 at a cost of £344.00, the present  
pavilion became home to Mitcham Cricket Club after its transfer from the ‘Cricketers Inn’. 



42. THE BURN BULLOCK: An old staging inn, the Burn Bullock has a rear wing of 16th  
century origins, fronted by an 18th century main block with 1760 ‘modernisations’ and bricked 
up top floor windows - a legacy of the infamous Window Tax. The former ‘Kings Head’ was  
renamed the ‘Burn Bullock’ in honour of an outstanding local cricketer. 



43. VICTORIAN HORSE TROUGH: The trough was erected in 1887 to celebrate the  
Jubilee of Queen Victoria. It has been moved from its original position, shown here, to protect it 
from the damaging effects of road traffic. 



44. RUFF MEMORIAL: This memorial was erected to commemorate the late Tom Ruff, 
a notable local shopkeeper and cricketer who served as Mayor of Mitcham in 1961/62. 



45. THE CRICKETERS: The original ‘Cricketers’ replaced a timber building ‘The Swan’ built 
c. 1789. The pub, shown here under the management of James Southerton, was built in 1824 
and was destroyed in an air raid in September 1940. The modern ‘Cricketers’ was built in 
1959. It was demolished and replaced with flats in the mid-2010s. 



46. THE VESTRY HALL:  The current red brick ‘vestry’ or council offices dominate the 
Green and date from 1887. The building occupies the former site of the village ‘Watch House’, 
a single cell jail used from 1765. This was later converted to house the hand-operated fire  
engine. A new fire station was added to the rear of Vestry Hall in 1927.  



 
 
This display was kindly produced by Mick Taylor of Wandle Industrial Museum. 
 
All photographs, except for those listed below, are taken from the Merton Heritage Service 
collection. Visit the Merton Memories website: www.merton.gov.uk/memories to see more 
historical views of the London Borough of Merton. 
 
The following images are from the Merton Historical Society collection: 
3, 4, 18, 24, 25, 30 and 40. 
 
All images are subject to copyright. 
 


